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Lol." Manning’s Speech ia the House of Repre.

sentalives, on the Abolition Questior, Febru.
ery 23.

The resolution of Me. Pixcuyey, of
South Carolina, was adopted by an over-
whelming vote in the House of Represcn-
tatives of the Congress of the United States,
on the 8th of February, and is as follows :

« Resolred, Thatallthe memorials which have
boen offered, or may hereafter be presented to this
House, praying for theabolition of slavery in the
District of Columbia, and also the resolutions oft
fered by an hunorable member from Maine, (Mr.
Jarvis,) with the amendment thereto, proposed
by an honorable member from Virginia, (Mr.
Wise,) and every other paper or proposition that
ma ittedin relation to that subject, be

to 2 Select Committee, with instructions
‘l;rt that Congress possesses no constitu.
jonal euthority to intcrfere in any way with the
institution -of ‘slevery in any of the States of
this confederacy ; and that in the opinion of this
House, Congress ought not to interfere in any
way with slx in the District of Columbia,
because it would be a violation of'the public faith,
unwise, impolitic, and dangerous to the Union ;
igning such reasons for these conclusions as
in the judgment of the committee may be best
calecnlated to enlighten the public mind, to repress
cyitation, to allay excitement, to sustain - and
preserva the just rights of the slaveholding States,
and of the. pcople of this District, and to re-

establish humo:g and tranquillity amongst th
various sections of the Union.” ’ g e

On asubsequent day, abolition memorials or
petitions were presented to the House. Members
conténded, that under the adopted resolutions
above referrcd to, all petitions subscquently of.
ferod, were necessarily and properly refcrable to
this Select Committee raised under the resolu.
tions. Other gentlemen contended against this
consequential reference, and insisted that peti.
tions not under the action of the House, or not
presented when tho resolutions werz. adopted,
might recaive a different direction than a direct

erence to the Select Committee. The honorable
mmded, that such petitions as wero

, presented might properly take any
other direction, or might be open for discussion.
On Tucsday, the 231 February, on the present.
mant of abolition memorials or petitions; much
indirect discussion or debate was entertained by
s e L e S oo
ous 18100 1 cr, Bo
:ﬁemﬁ' . under thrmduﬁonsﬁl aboli.
tion memorials or petitions introduced into the
House, should go to the Select Committoo raised
under Mr. Pickncy’s resolutions. On the vote
of the House, the Speaker’s decision was reversed
by a vote of 147 to 56. '

As considc ﬁc latitude fhn'(ll b?(“en gire:lnl lg
gentlemen in course of the debztc whic
incidentally arose, :

" Mr. Maxxixe, of Soath Carolina, made
the following remarks :

M. S -+ Should the decision of the
chair, which has been made, remain unre-
versed, then this strange anomaly will be

apced to result from it, thut the resolutions
o by my colleague from South Caro-
lina, (Mr. Pinckney,) and adopted by an
overwhelming majonty of this House, in.
tended to answer a defmite and special ob-
jeet, willbe wholly defeated ; because they
\\'ﬂlbegmnﬂy changed, so as to fail in
answering the most important purposes for
which they were originated, and on account
of which they were supported by . their
friends.  The objects, highly important,
as we believe them to be, intended to be ac-

by their adoption, will, afer the
m d)eliberate action of this branch

of Congress, be wholly changed. I trust
that no skill, however adroitly or powerful-
§¢ used, will ever so far succeed as to pre-

yent the fullaction of these resoluticns from
effectyating those important final results,
which the originator and friends of them do
most ardently anticipate. We hope in the
God of our country, that the exponent of
will be such as to Jen the hearts
patriots, and soothe arising irritations, by
renewing confidence in every portion of this
widely extended country. 1 regard these
resolutions as settled rules for this House,
as much so as any which it can ado
under its legitimate functizz:;ld ntc,tion. di o
pariiamentary law, sancti y wisdom
and eonsecrated by , can be more so.
If the Speaker can by his decision reverse
these resolutions, which express and mean
«that all the memorials which have been
-offered, or may hereafter be presented to
 this House, praying for the abolition of sla-
- very inthe District of Columbia, be referr-
wod to a select committee, &c.” so as to
-mean no more thanthat all petitions or me-
~morials which had been received at the
time of'the adoption of the resolutions, shall
be veferred to the Select Committee, raised
under them, and that therefore all of a like
character, subsequently introduced, could
be allowed to take any other direction, then
the whole character, scope, and extent, of
them will be so limited as to countervail
the specified and declared pbjects ofthem.
If this be true, then he has power to sus.
pend, alter, or change, any Jcl_tberage act
of this House, intended as a rule forits go.
verance. ' 3
1 know full well the responsibility and de.
licacy of the Speaker’s situation, I feel
and acknowledge how important itis to the
orderly management and proper delibera-
tion of this body, that he should be sustain.
¢d by all parties in s generalefid:ts to pre-

serve proper decorum. I “:ould do allin my
power, generally, to sustain the Speaker ;
but, in this instance, I feel a paramount duty
to myselt and to my tountry, to urge upon
‘this [{ousc a reversal of his decision. I
wish that this course had been pursued at
the very first moment, when indications
were giventhat the usual mode of disposing
of these memorials and petitions was to be
abandoned. The usual practice of both
b:anches of Congress has beento lay them
on the table, or to refer them to a commit.
tec. This has been the practice not only
of this Iouse, but of the Senate also. There
they were laid, there they have remained,
to sleep that sleep ofoblivion which they so
jostly merit.  On some occasions, such
petitions were referred to the Committee on
the District of Columbia, from whose safe
keeping they never escaped to sce the light
of day, or to accomplish that magnitude
of evil which they were calculated to pro-
duce, through the agency of wicked or
thoughtless eitizens, who originated them
or sent them here. It has been painful to
many, and indeed to most of this House,
that we have been carried away from that
practice of both Houses of Congress, in the
disposition of anti.slavery memorials and
petitions, which, heretofore, has been found
so safe and politic.  We were driven re-
luctantly to pursuc some mode by which we
hoped -to arrest that tendency of things
here, which we deeply feared might lead to
incalculable evils,and to dangerous results.
We hoped, by these resolutions, to stay
debate, to prevent discussion, to keep down
irritating, heartburning invectives, and to
unitc Congress by a strong cxpression of
its foelings and opinions, both as regards
the States, and the District of Columbia;
so as to remove doubts, give renewed secu-
rity, and unite us once more in the bonds of
common interest, and of united affcctions ;
and that we might meet and unite upon a
broad and common ground, from which
distracting and agitating questions might
be avoided, and where varying and practi-
cally unimportantabstract notions and opin-
ions might have no influerce in preventing
useful and practical results,  Our aim has
been to reach practical objects, to prevent
discussion, to keep down the cxcitement of
cne portion of the Union against the other,
to restore harmony, confidence,and that fecl-
ing of sceurity to life, liberty, and  property
without which governments cannot long ex-
ist in this age of the world, and without
which they would, if they couldexist,be a
curs>, )
Sir, I have been filled with anxiety and
carc at the course which things are taking
in this country. My bedis not rcfreshing
to me as it used to be.  Unhappy visions
flit across my mind ; thorns are planted un-
der my pillow ; the air does not refresh me
as in qther days ; the sunbeams do not bring

thosc gladdening and animating eensations
to my frame, as wes the casc.when our

southern country was happicr and more uni-

ted ; when the South, the land of generous

fecling and of noble seutiment, the land of
hospitality and of clegant and polished life,

of warim, impassioncd, and sweeping clo-

quence, aad of moral and intellcctual pow-

er, was one and.united. These are the bright

features by which our southern States have

ever. been characterized ; these are the. fine

traits which adorn the lovely character of
the South. This intcresting country, in

carlier and happicr days, was full of hope,

andrioted in the grand prospective of the

distant future ; and as the series of events

unfolded the rising prosperity of our State

and common country, all was joy, hiope, and

gladness. -The times are changing ; slow-

ly operating causes are producing discon-

tent ; undefined apprehensicns are succecd.

ing to full and unlimited confidence ; a thril.

ling scasibility has been awakened, under

clouded apprehensions, that attempts may

be made to unsettle the existing order

of things by an interference directly in the

D istrict of Columbia, at no distant day, with

the rights of the slave owners;and by making

this a mere first move into a more estended

and general system of operation in the slave-

holding States at some still more distant

day. The object of the friends of these re-

solutions is to disabuse the public; to sub.

stitute for improper, correct statements ; to

present just views of northern sentiment

and fecling in relation to our institutions ;

and to give the other portions of our com.

mon cquniry an opportunity of putting down

those wild and crratic movements at the

north, by which thosc who aim at pressing

their memorials and petitions upon Congress

that they may produce discussior, excite

foclings, and thus to force themselves and

“their objects into the notice and under con-

sideration of a thinking, speaking, and wri-

ting 2ac, may fall short of their aim. Their
suecess will best be secured, and their ends

best answered, if they can but so far press
themselves and their objects upon the no-
tice ofthe country as to producc cxcite-
ment, awaken rescntment, or elicit abuse.

Under the silence of contempt, or under the
indignant rebukes ofthe lovers of order and
stable government, they will dwindle down to
their proper and safe dimensions.  If let
alone, they will sink into that insignificance
which they merit ; they will sink under those
rebukes from the moral and intellectual for-
ces of our northorn brethren which seem
tq await them. If they progress, the bat.
tle must be, will be, fought at the north.
The good of socicty, the safity and hap.
piness of every porton of this country,
will bring about this “fesult ; forif these cru.
saders against the rights and interests of
the slaveholding States, are permitted by
northern portions of this country to move
on in their erratic course, they will produce
such throes and convulsions, not oaly inthe
south, but in the north, that the cstablished
order of things will become unscttled ; the
reign of law and of Lherty will be endan.
gered, i

The Bouth, sir, ought never to debate
this question ; it ought never to discuss it,
for discussion wilt produce excitement ; one
degree of excitement will beget another; a
warm and animated southern excitement
will, nay, must, produce 2 corresponding
northern _excitement ; cach will grow in
character and in degree, until a grand north-
crn interest may stand opposed toa grand
southorn interest. The north, then, be.
comes arrayed against the south, and the
south against the north. I will not allow]
myself'to inquire. under @ conjuncture like
this, what will become of this our beloved.
and happy country ? Under such circum-
stances, truly will the hearts of patriots
tremble for the ark of our political safety.
The ground assumed in the resolutions is
not only a broad and common one, upon
which all may safely unite, but is one broad
and amploenough to sustian all the rights
and interests of the South,

Under the compromiscs of the States
which led to tho formation of this Govern-
ment and to the adoption of the constitution
of the United States, we believe,however oth-
er gentlemen may differ-from us, that Con-

s, under them, has no power whatever
to interfcre dircctly or indirectly with the
slave property of the citizens within the
District of Columbia, no more than it has to
in‘erfere with houses or land or any other
description of property. It cannot do this
otherwise thanin such way, and for such
high and necessary purposes as has been
clearly and definitely expressed in the con-
shtution itself. Property cannot be taken
by the Government from its citizens without
full & adequate compensation; and then only
for such important purposcs, and for such
absolute wants, as the safety of the coun-
try may require. Under these compromi-
ses, in reference to the property of the slave-
holding States, the constitution of the Uni.
ted States was adopted ; with these under-
standings, the Government was formed ;
upen these, as their proper basis, rest the
constitution and Government. These, then,
under legitimate deductions of reason, arc
the spirit and life of the constitution and
Government ; and under their broad banner
we the people will protect and defend our
property and lives, should this sad alterna.
tivo ever be forced upon us. When Vir-
ginia and Maryland made a cession of the
ten miles square, within the limits of “this
District, they never for-a moment believed
that the original and inherent right of those
States would be or could be transferred to
Cong ress, so that it could interfere with the
rights of property of their citizens, who liv-
cd upon the soil.  Neither could Maryland
or Virginia do any such act, or make an
such transference.  The constitution of nel.
ther Statc gave any such power to their res.
pective Legislatures. -If no such power.
resided in the constitution, then any such

‘attempt to exercise it on thepart ofthe Leg-

islatures would have been a gross usurpa.
tion of power, never yiclded by the people.
Nothing but an act of the pcople, in conven.
tion, could have viclded that power, which
certainly was never granted under those
State constitutions. Then it is as clear as
light, that the Congress of the United States
never can interfere, 0 as to emancipate
the slaves in the District of Columbia, until
the people of Virginia and Maryland, in con-
ventions of the people of thosc States, shall
sec proper to confer the power. . I believe
that an unfortunatc issuec was made up,
when a fundamental principle of our gov-
crnment was conpected with the question
of slavery. What would, il this course
should be pursued, be the result? "By a
forced and unnatural actipn of this House,
you would drive—not the abolitionists, for
they under any circumstances are and v-ill
be against us—but you drive on a most iu-
portaut vote, those who differ with us on a
mere abstract legal opinion, but who are
among our very best fricnds; the abiding
fricnds of southern rights, and who are firm
and unwavering supporters of those com.
promises, under which the States united, to
form the Governmentof the United States.
This denial of the right to petition gentle.
men never could have yielded. They
would have been rebuked by public senti.
ment for vielding ono of thosc great princi-
ples upon which rests fundamentally not
only our Government, but without which
no frec government can exist.  Besides,
sir, where was the nceessity of taking this
ground? Itis one which is impracticable;
one which cannot be maintained by repub-
licans. It would, if persevered in, drive from
us those very friends who, to protect and
defend the existing order of things, to pre-
serve the Government, protect and defend
the Union of these States, and the rights and
interests of the soum.‘c, or of any other
portion of this conft y, would, in the
manly and patriotic languageof the present
Governor of Massachusetts, used somc
years ago, “buckle on their knapsacks,
and, with arms in hand, rally to the support
of the laws and constitution of this coup-
try.” Yes, sir, to the defence of those very
compromiscs, under which our tathers, with
their fathers, cleaved down British power
in this country, and under which they, to-
gether, built up that form of Government,
which is the admiration of the civilized
world at this day.

I believe that without a resort to this
mode, or to some other like it by which the
broad field of discussion, opened on this vi-
tally important subject, should be closed
the heat creatc] here, and thrown off in
every direction, like as from a great central
fire, would not, like common radiant heat,
loseits intensity as it departed farther and4
farther from its great ‘source, but would
gain intensity and violence as it progressed
iron the elements upon which it would fed.
There is nothing in this country which has
connected with it so many dangers to this
“Union as this very question of slavery. The

3 it v il tctes
gabappy relations whigh latel? eeistod be-
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itself will fallto pieces.

‘tween this country, und France, and swhich
1 thank God, are so happily settled to the
honor of my country, to that of France, and
of England,was,to the lovers of order and se-
curity, a matter of sccondary importance ;
pay, a war with France and with the com.
bined world, and a fortunate and happy is.
suc out of it, could not be ofhalf'so momen-
tous a consideration to this country as a pro-
perand safe scttlement of this vexing and
harrassing question.

This settlement could not be accomplish-
ed, and never will be accomplished by mo-
tions to reject, “in limine”, petititions or
memorials. Good results can never be pro-
duced by -llcgitimate and unwarrantuble
means. If petitions and memorials are pre.
sented, licentiously abusing the sacred and
furdamental right of petition ; onthe receipt,
Congress will instautly reject, or pursue
s}tch mode, as eithor to treat them: with the
silence they deserve, or will take such mea-
sures, give such rebukes, or inflict such
punishments,as the propricty of the casc
may require. The abuse of & principle
must be separated from the principle itsclf.
Fundamental principles ought not, caumot
be impaired, or be trenched upon, becanse
ubuses grow out of practices upon them. Li-
centiousness but too often springs up from
the wickedaess of mankind, under the pu-
rest forms which free Governments can be
made toassume. This s incident to all hu.
man institutions ; but for this the great
foundation upon which they arc bu'lt, can-
not, ought not, to be disturbed. ‘Those
who administer this Government, and thdse
who legislate under it, must have such vir-
tue and wisdom, as will check-and control,
so as to give a safc direction to whatever
‘may eome under their logitimate action.  If|
this shodld be otherwise, the Government |

In 1805, a memorial was offered in the
Senate of the United States, praying for
the emancipation of slaves in the States.
On the question to receive, the vote in the

and nine against it. Among the nineteen
was the venerable and distinguished name
of General Sumter, of South Carolina. It
is impossible that the denial of the right of
petition can be sustained under a republican
(Government.

This distinguished patriot, soldier, ‘and
statesman, the immediate & intimate friend
of Mr. Jefferson, in whose firinness cor-
rectness of opinion, and strong republican
virtue, Mr. Jefferson is said to have had
more confidence thanin any man in Con-

at that time, could not, as a republi-
can, with all his perfcet devotion to the true
intergpts of the south—could not, as a

‘ment; do otherwisc than vote that this prin.
ciple of the Government should not he vio-
latedysand that the mcemorial “should be
commiitted.”

In 1790, on the presentment of 2 memo-
rial, praying for the abolition of slavery” in
the States, debate arose, and began to take
a warm and inflammatory character, and to
assume such an aspect, as to make it pro-
per at once to dispose of the irritating sub-.
ject.  Mr. Madison, then a membor of
Congress, moved to refer it to.a sclect com.
mittec. This was done.  The report was
made ; this satisfied Congress and the coun-
try. Withina few years, petitions of a
similar kind, were rcferred to the Commit:
tee on the District of Columbia. A strong
report was made,by Mr. Doddridge, of Vir.
giuia, which was acceptable to Congress,
and which satisfied the country,

Sir, excited gentlemen at the South, are
surely not aware of the extent and charac-
ter of the injury they arc doing to our inter-
ests, by discussions on the memorials and
petitions, which are sent here by unreflec.
ting or wicked abolitionists. Isit not bad
policy, to bring either their newspapers,
their books, or their false pictures, into pub-
lic nctoriety? Is this not accomplishing one
of the objects, which they most ardently de-
sire?

The tendency of this course of action on
the one side, and of the counteraction on
the other, is, I contend, to throw the elements
of civil society into dangerous commotions.
The truth of'this is dceply impressed upon
my convictions, and I feel that somcthing
ought, and must be dono, to arrest the ten-
dencies which arc rapidly dovcloping them.-
selves.

How different was every thing in rclation
to this subject during the last scssion of
Congress, to what it has been, during the
present session. ['was gratified then, as
o southern man, and as an American citi.
zen, to obscrve the direction given to such
anti-slavery memorials, as were presen‘ed.
As they were offered then, they werc suc-
cessively laid an the table, and were never
again called up. This was in conflormity
with the common usage, and with the few
exceptions stated, has been the invarfuble
practice of Congress from the origin of this
Government, to this time. Not a word,
during the whole scssion, was spoken, to
the best of my recollection, on abolition,

where.

Ideplore it, as a deep misfortune, that
the common practiccof the Gongress of
the United States has been abandoned ;
that the course of southern presses and
southern policy has been abandoned ; that
the order of business, and the time of this
House, have becn, to a.considerable extent,
occupied with the discussion of these mis-
erably disturbing petitions and memorials.

From my earliest recolleetions, from my
childhood up to this time, -it has cver been
the settled and fixed policy of the Southern
people, never to write, to speak, or to print
any thing on this all absorbing question.—

public legislative journals—look over the

columns of the newspapers in the Southern |

disprove
i

Staies, eng vou wikk find noth'279Q
. o LN

‘Senate was-ninctecn in favor of receiving | P

suppérter of the true theory of the Govern- | P

either on the floor of Congress, or else. | gre

Consult the old men of this day—look over | pa

mistaken ; this has been tho settled policy
of tho South ; and wherefore depart from it ?

The slave property of the slavcholdeng
States has been, and is so surrounded and
guarded by the, sanctions of prescriptive
rizht ; by long lines of inheritances ; by the
approbation of civilized man at that period ;
and since its first institution, by- the joint
purchase with the united capital of northern
and Southern men of this kind of property ;
by the sanctions of laws, compacts, and con-
stitution ; by the approval of a purely vir-
tuous and cnlightened clergy ; and more
than all, by the arrangements, uader the
plans of Divine Providercc, that ro ques-
tion or doubt could ever be entertained by
us. Our policy hasbeen, and still is, never
to discuss, never to entertain discussicns.
And if the countless guards, which we be-
lieve, are sufficiently strong to protect and
to sceurc our rights, should fail us, we should
then be compelied to employ all these means
of selfidefence and protection which-the
Providence of God has placed amply within
our rcach. :

What I have said is not the opinion of
yesterday. It is one which was publicly
cxpressed, and which was, | presume, pub-
licly recorded in 1826.

Oae objection urged against the resolution
under consideration is, that it is improper
to reaffirm that Congress has no power to
interfere with slavery in the States. How

impair or weaken its force? Can the re.
petition, for ten millioas of times, that two
and two make four, impair this sclf-evident
truth?  Or the reiteration of the truth, that.
the whole is greater than a part, weaken,
onc jot ortittle, the certainty of this postue
late? Or can the fundamental truth, that
Congress has no power .to interfere with
slavery in the States, add or take from its
certainty ? .Itcannot. I believe, with many
who have voted for and supported the reso-
lutions, that Congress Las no.competont
ower to interfere with the existence of
slavery in the District of Columbia. -1 have
already declared that this is my own belief;
but, sir, all the friends of southern rights do
not believe as we do, but entertain a differ-
ence of opinion on an abstract constitutional
question with regard to the powers of Cou-
aress over this District.  Those gentlemea
who differ from us on this point are as
staunch and abiding, nay,as devoted fricnds
of our institutions, as the purest and loftiest
patriots to be found on carth.  Wasit politic
or expedient, under thesc circumstances, to
assume a ground on which, for practical re-
sults, the udvocates and fricnds of southern
rights and sowthern security, under the com-
romises of the constitution, were unavoida-
bly to be seperated?  Was it rightto bring
on a forced and uonatural action of Con.

aress on the constitutioual question, when |
it wus to result in an impolitic division and
seperation of our friends ?  Was it politic

that weak vote should go. forth, making it |
appear to the world that the great majority
of Congress were against the rights and in-
terests of the south? 'This would have |
given a false.and unnatural presentation of |
he true fecling of Congress to the .people of

the United-States. It would have produced

distrust, cregged unkind feelings, and would

ultimately have had an evil bearing on the

‘'safety. and happiness of this country.

I approve the resolutions offered by my
collcague, (Mr. Pinckney,) most cordially.
I say to him, to this House, and to my coun-
try, that [ believe his meotives arc honest
and disinterested ; and that his conduct on
this occasion is worthy of that name which
he bears, and which, connected as it is with
the history of this country, is.dear, and
ever will be so to the American people.

Sir, if these resolutions fail to cffectuate
their logitimate and laudable objects, it will |
be beeause the opportunity afforded for qui-
cting the country, and for obtaining for all
usc'ul results a strong and decided declara-
ticn from Congress, shall be wawis:ly de.
feated. - It will be defeted by creattng, ur-
der unjust excitement and from bitter invee.
tives against our northern friends, counter-
actions to the efforts which they Lave beer,
and are still making, to rebuke and pros-
trate the wild and unhallowed efforts of those
wicked men, who are acting withaut a just
regard to the rights and interests of the
south, or without foresecing the throcs and
convulsions which must inevitably result
{rom their course of action, should it not
be arrested.

If these reckless ‘agitators continue  their
course, and northern integrity and northern
patriotisim should not put them down; these
melancholy realities will be the:result.—
They will convulse this republic to its centre
and lay barc its massy foundations. " Instead
of conferring benefits upon the black race,
whose cxclusive champions they profess to
be, they will stay prehaps forever those mel-
iotating causes which have been gradually
exercising their influences for the last thirty
vears upon the eondition of the slave popu-
lation of this country, and will consign it to
a uecessary and inevitable condition of
ater severity.  Yes, sir, they may  pro-
duce that deplorable condition by which
their utter destruction may be*necessary 10
secure the safety of this country. Was it
ever yet known in the history of mankind,
that two distinet colors could cg-exist on
terms of equal civil and political liberty 7—
Sooner than this shall ever be realized, the
b ope or the other will be exterminated.
When the abolitionists, in their Quisotic

can a reiteration of a self-evident proposition | grex

if southern folly

| wchere is the Tesidue 7 Why, we sue
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isderate, the lovers of order,

perty, have-made up & cool and:deltberato
judgment; that northern people- have
nothing to do with the institutions ofslavg

in the south; that to attempt to iniefi
will eventuate in remediless injury 108
black and to the white population, andiiat
the end may be to destroy that bef@f

fabric of governmcut, which bas, for f
years, given unrivalled happiness woss
perity to this courtry, and which has pro-
duced, Dy successive actiors, the happicst
changes on evory Government in-ehristen-
dom. I have predicated: niy opinions and
dcclarations with regard  to “northern. fa:th
ard northera pat-iotism:in’ refereace to.
slavery in the slaveholding States, %ﬁ ﬂ

eurliest convictions = Wit - 10"
caligitened and -wdmirable portion- ofi our
comnmon country ; upon the declartion® of
gentlemen from every portion of the coantty,
possessed of all the means necessiry 40
enable them to give just views of fielng
and public sentiment ; upon the declarations
of the people in their primary meetings,
contained in their dcliberate resolves ; upon
the addresses and avowals: o, many

best and wisest men of-tho™ north; upon
executive messages to differcht State Liegis-
latures in the northern sectic::ls ofthe Unions
and upon the uncquivocal - deciarati
assurances of the great bodgy of both
branches of -Cengréss.. These are the
nds upon which 1'predicate by belief,
that with the exception of the mere aboli-
tionists, northern Jecling and sentiment ars

ly safe, and that the morzl and intel-

loctual forces of: the countny will prevail,
and cxci'u. ment- dos M
northern.folly and

prevent it, in prostrating
finaticism. Bk i Ym
Under. these circumstances, and ™ withf’
these convictions, I call on the Congress of”
the United ’ibsn"dfes,.nndcr and g;mn
feelings, to this question, which is
mdmmiomly affecting the people of this
country, and to unitc by some deeisi‘vo.aot,-
to quict and arrest the course which thmg:-
are taking; for, if this agitating subject ba.
not settled, and excitement and agitation” .
shall be a'lowed here, then you will meet in
this capitol, sir, some one cr two yeass
henee, under such circumstances of feeling
and of deep dissatisfaction, as will endanger:
the safuty and duration of this Uniom.: 1"
call upon miembers from every sectionol
this greatand powerful conflcration; wnder
a just and proper sense of duty ‘to_tho
republic, to compronise differing opinions,
and to give confidence aund security toevery
section of this blessed and bemcmnig;
This goverament was born u a Jofty
and calightencd spirit of compremise, a: &
it cannot exist one year without it. Modera.
tion, justice, and forbearance, are neces-
sary and cardinal virtses-in camryu g, on-
the- great plans of ~self-goverament, fuisi
cenccived and executed %y ‘the conscrigt
fathers %of this country. = All will be"ele-

| mental “war, unless wisdom, rather “fhan

passion, shall preside over the councils of
the nation, in the management of the multi-
farious interests and endless concerns of
this extensive and mighty ccuntry.

Delate in the U. S. Senate, March 1Ty in rela-
tion to the depusit Banks and the. safetyof the
ublic revenue. - L

M. Webster movad lo pri 3,009 extrii
copies of the statemext cf thd cb?mq, Cposil
Bu[:xks. 7 :

In making this moticn, Ms. Webster call-.
ed the attention of the Senate to the documeént -
from the Trcasury, shewing the state of the.
deposite banks at the latest dates. e quo.
ted from the tabular statemient somg of the
leading facts.  Theimmediate liabilities “of
the banks amounted, it appeared, to nearly
seventy two milliohs of dollars, viz. the
public deposites, 830,678,879 91 thopri.
vate deposits, $15,043,033 64 the bills i
cireulation, $26,243,688 %.L-;Id hy 3

The amount of specie held by these
banks, it farther appeaved; was Glﬂ:ﬁ i
659 24; that is to say; thero is less than one
dollar specic for six doflars debt; and there
i due to the Government by thoas Hanks

moro tharrthreg times the amount ofall the
s : i
"Theto-arc other items S:s:xic! he)” which
swell the amounts ‘on each side, such as
debts duc to banks, aml debts due,
from  banks. But theso are only cqual.

ling quantities, and of no mcriggt in the view

I am taking of the questioa..

Among the means of these depos _
I scc-an item of “other investments,” of no
less amount than $8,777,228.79: = What
is meant by thesc “other investments,” [ agie
not informed. . I wish for light. = I have 3
suspicions, but I have no proofs. Sir, look
ame reparted state of “Farmer’s and.-
Mechanics® Bank of iMchigan, the. last in-
the list. - The capital of t at bank isonly, -
$150,000. Its portion of

the pubic epos.
ites is no lcss a sum than $784,764 76.—
Nav, sir, where i3 this . It is not in
specie in the bank itself. - -Allits specicis”
only 851,011 95; all ifs. diseeunts, loansy
&ec., are only $500,000; or outs;
% whera
it is; it is included i the item “duc from
banks, $678,766 37.” What banks havo _
ot this? On what terms do_they"take it?
%o they give interest for it? Isit.in the de.
posite banks in the'great cities? and does
this mark a part of the other liabilities of
these deposite ‘banks in the citics? Now.
this is one question ; what are theso other

ions of meneral emancipation, press | fiabilities? But,asto these “other invest.
?t;):war?l to ﬁlﬁ?r Oliecfslgainftn:leum{!g& merits,” [ say again] wish to know what
ments and the established order of things they are. gemdes real ‘estaté, loans, dis-.
ander the plans of Divine Providence, they | count, and m%wfmm
censure the wisdom and virtue of our com- other invesiments hnll ! _ -~
mon ancestors, condemn the usages of the| In my opinion, s ﬂn&izam stem

trigrchal ages, disregard the sanctions of | now. beging ta. develope i We soo
the Bible, and arraign the justiceand wisdom | what complication of w
of God. _ intorests have thus wo e
o T P! pssarol+that the vituous, the cpne ] our finasces, prescot stat¥ of.

0
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of the Union, and of life, liberty, 3 pro=
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